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Vases, Candles, and Tea Lights
This is a wonderful project that can be made from all types of wood, or non-wood materials. It can be made in a wide
range of sizes. Use wood with features, cracks, knots or voids that would make hollowing difficult. Burls, Banksia Pods,
natural edge, and straight grain wood all work. Any grain orientation works. Different candle and vase inserts can be used.

Part 1: Prepare the blank:
I am going to make a vase with an insert for cut flowers. It consists of a “frog” in a metal cup that can hold water.
The blank I have chosen is 5-1/2” (140mm) in diameter and 2-1/2” (65mm) thick. The grain direction is perpendicular to
the bed of the lathe (a side grain blank). The wood is dry. Wet wood can distort and make the insert too tight.
I dry my blanks in a square, then when I think they’re dry, I cut a corner off and check the moisture content. I want to see
the lowest reading on the moisture meter. Weighing the blanks works, too. Once they quit losing weight, they’re dry.

Part 2: Turn the form:
Starting method #1: Mount a chuck on the lathe with jaws that can hold a tenon at least 1/3 the diameter of the blank for
the safest hold. Find the center of the blank on one side. Put the other side up against the jaws and bring the tailstock up
to the center point. Tighten the tailstock to hold the blank on the lathe. Be sure your tailstock and headstock are firmly
fastened to the bed.
Starting method #2: Find the center of both sides of the blank, and mount it between centers.
The tailstock side will be the bottom of your form, so orient your blank accordingly.
Turn a tenon on the tailstock side of the blank, and mount it in the chuck jaws.

Flatten the top of the form (tailstock side now), and size a hole for your insert. It looks best to have the insert sticking out
proud of the hole by at least a little bit, depending on the insert. Be sure to allow for material removal during sanding. The
hole should be enough larger than the insert to allow for wood movement, and so that the user can remove it.
When using a candle insert, be sure the wax or oil is in an enclosure in the wood, and that the enclosure sticks up above
the surface of the wood, so it’s not a bad fire hazard.
Shape and sand the top side of the form. Before the next step, double check the depth of the hole, and drill it deeper if
needed
Grip on the inside of the insert hole with chuck jaws or a jam chuck, bring up the tailstock, and finish shaping and sanding
the form. Using deep expanding jaws will allow access to the entire form for sanding and/or finishing.

Part 3: Finishing:
There are many options for finishing these pieces, including spray or brush on film finishes, oil, color, reactive paint, the
sky’s the limit! Use this project as a way to try out a finishing product or method before using it on your masterpiece. If you
don’t like the finish, mount it back in the lathe and sand it off!

Part 4: Please Turn Safely:
Caution your customer or gift recipient to never leave a lit candle unattended.
Keep the tailstock up to the work whenever possible. This is always a good idea. For the safety of your work
piece and your self!
Be sure the tool rest and tailstock are tightened down and don’t have a tendency to move. This is especially
important when turning a blank between centers. Keep checking the tailstock pressure as you turn, as the wood
can compress from the turning force.
Be sure the chuck is tightly fastened to the lathe spindle, and that the jaws are tight. If you leave for awhile, recheck the jaw tightness before turning on the lathe.
Keep all body parts away from the spinning wood.
Always stop the lathe before repositioning the tool rest. This is good practice all the time, but even more so with
a natural edge piece.
Wear eye and/or full face protection at ALL TIMES
Use your own good judgment, and only do what feels safe to YOU.
Oh, and above all, be sure to HAVE FUN !!
A disclaimer: What I have written here, and what you see in my classes, is merely my way of doing woodturning.
There are as many different methods as there are woodturners, and if it gets the job done safely, we are all
“doing it right”. If you do things differently, and it works for you, I am not arguing or telling you to change. I am
just offering another possibility. It is my hope that you will learn something useful from what I share. Please
accept this information only for what it is: my way, my opinion, not the only way to do things.

Tools:
This project can be done with a variety of tools, depending on the details you choose to do. Carbide and conventional
tools both work. Here are the tools that I typically use:
1/2” (13mm) 40/40 Bowl Gouge
Scraper to create recess for flange, if desired
Scraper to create dovetail tenon, if needed

Some method for sizing the tenon
1/2” (13mm) 50/50 scraper
Drill for insert
Jacobs chuck for tailstock
Chuck with jaws at least 1/3 of the size of the blank
Chuck with deep pin jaws to grip the hole
3/4” (19mm) Arc Scraper
1/4” (6mm) Pyramid Tool
Calipers for scribing
1/2” (13mm) Steb Center (or other live center for the tailstock)
Engraver, pyro pen, ink pen, or other way to sign the work

Please note that there are other choices, particularly of live centers and chucks, that are equally good. You don’t need to
buy special tools for this project!

